
Web Version at http://www.trioprograms.org/clearinghouse/faq.html TUG No. 2 March 2003   [J. McCants]

Finding Federal Regulations on the Internet via GPO Access
GPO Access is an online gateway to over 2,200 databases of Federal information and government
publications that you can access and use at no charge through the Internet. You can access the site at
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/index.html.
\

The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) is a compilation of federal rules established by executive
departments and agencies. The rules first appear in the Federal Register, which is a daily publication of
important information from federal agencies and organizations. These rules are then codified and
organized in the CFR. GPO Access provides a database in which you can search and access any of the
regulations or actual pages in the Code of Federal Regulations. The government database to the CFR is
located at http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/index.html.

You can quickly link to the regulations for each TRIO program through the Department of
Education (ED) Web site via http://www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/HEP/trio.  Just click on the name of any
TRIO program and then click Regulations  on the left side of the page under Reference Information.

These regulations will refer you to other regulations that include the definitions of terms and/or
other applicable rules for your programs. The CFR via GPO Access is particularly useful for locating
this information. In addition, if a link does not work or has not yet been updated at the ED site, you can
go directly to CFR online for the information you need. Regulations are available as a text document, a
PDF application, or a text summary.

Primary search options are as follows:

q Search the entire CFR by keyword. Select Search the entire set of CFR databases by
keyword  on the CFR homepage. Use the name of the program or term that describes
what you are looking for surrounded by double quotation marks as search terms e.g.
Student Support Services.

q Browse the CFR by title, chapter and part. Select Search or browse your choice of
CFR titles and/or volumes . Scroll down to the subject heading or category that describes
the regulation. Generally, this will be Title 34-Education. Select the box next to the most
recent date, or another year, if you are looking for an old regulation. On the following
page, select the regulatory entity. For TRIO Programs, this is the Office of
Postsecondary Education,  listed under Chapter VI. TRIO Program regulations are listed
in parts 642-647. General rules related to grants and agreements with institutions of
higher education are located in Volume 1, Subpart A, part 74.

q Locate a regulation by the citation number. Select Retrieve CFR sections by citation.
Enter the title, part and section or subpart of your citation in the boxes indicated. For
example, most TRIO regulations refer to 34 CFR 77.1 This means Title 34, Part 77,
Section 1.Then, select your desired format and click Retrieve.

For more help, select About the CFR online  at the CFR homepage on GPO Access.
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